
Desert Ridge HOA 

News and Updates – December 2025 

Greetings and Happy Holidays! Christmas and the New Year are upon us! On behalf of 

the Desert Ridge Board, we wish the happiest of Holidays! 

Holiday Party – Many neighbors (about 60) attended the Desert Ridge Party at the 

Desert Hills auditorium on December 8th. It was an evening of great comradery and fine 

dining along with a fun session of Christmas song bingo. Thanks to all who donated a 

toy for Toys for Tots and a big THANKS to the Social Committee for organizing the 

event. 

From the Board –  

Streets – We have received notice from our asphalt company that crack sealing will 

commence in January. This process is done during the coldest months when the cracks 

in the road have contracted and opened the widest. The overcoat process will be 

completed in April or May and then all roads will be striped. Notices will be sent out to 

all neighbors when the crack sealing event is about to happen with traffic notices for 

those days.  

Architecture – I have spoken before on behalf of the Architectural Committee, but I 

would like to reiterate (especially as new neighbors move in) to always contact the 

Architecture committee prior to having outside work done to your home. Overall color 

and design consistency is very important for Desert Ridge to maintain. Often a 

contractor may finish a job and leave certain details in an unsatisfactory state for the 

homeowner and if Architecture is aware of the project, can coach the homeowner in 

getting resolution. Please remember this when contemplating making changes to your 

home.  

Dues – We have received about half of the dues for 2026. Please remember that they 

are due by December 31st. Any dues payments not received by January 31st will be 

assessed a late payment fee. 



Contractor List – I would like to remind everyone that we now have a “Contactor list” 

on our website. Go to www.desertridgehoagv.org/contractor.html  to view it or make an 

addition. I vision this to be a very helpful tool to source contractors and skilled 

tradesman that people right in our Desert Ridge community have used and 

recommended. How handy, to look up a good plumber or electrician without going 

online and making a blind guess. 

Maintenance – There was some interesting discussion at the December board 

meeting concerning a new invasive species creeping its way in called Stinknet. Stinknet 

is from South Africa and is spreading quickly across regions of southern Arizona 

including Pima county. It has a yellow flower with green leaves that resemble carrot 

greens. The plant (when dry) poses another fire danger and crowds out native plants. 

It also can cause a severe allergic reaction and smells like rotten lemon or turpentine 

when someone has made contact. Like Buffel grass, physically digging it out is the way 

to eradicate it.  

The November newsletter told of the tree program offered by TEP. Eleven trees have 

now been planted throughout the HOA because of this program. Thanks to all who 

participated!  

Our maintenance crew, Machomo can clean up individual yards for a fee. If you are 

here seasonally and would like to have them maintain your yard, please know they offer 

this service. 

Miscellaneous – The Spring Block party will be held about April 16th. Stay tuned for 

exact times and details.  

Thirsty Thursday – If you would like to host a Thirsty Thursday, there are open 

months for January, June, July and November 2026. Please contact Maureen Weeks at 

mweeks1947@gmail.com. 

GVC Report – You may or may not know that the Green Valley Council holds a 

monthly board meeting and the various HOA’s throughout Green Vally have 
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representatives who attend. The Desert Ridge representative is Jan Morgan. These 

meetings are very interesting and often provide much needed information about Green 

Valley and Pima County. 

Her report for this month is shockingly important and speaks of Arizona home title 

theft/deed fraud. It’s become a rising issue involving scammers forging deeds to 

steal property. There are legislative efforts being made in Pima and Maricopa 

counties to increase monitoring of titles and deeds., identity protection, and title 

insurance. Key prevention steps include monitoring county records and signing up for 

free fraud alerts. 

What is it? – Hackers forge a homeowners signature on a deed (LIKE A WARRATY 

DEED) and file it to transfer ownership, often selling the home quick or take out loans 

on the property. 

Common Targets – Homes held in family trusts, vacant land, rental properties, out of 

state owners and inherited homes are targets. 

County Alert Systems: Sign up for free alerts from your County Recorder (e.g., Pima 

County “Fraud Notify”). 

***** There is an upcoming Pima County Assessor forum which will include a portion 

dedicated to home title fraud. This forum is held January 8th, 9 a.m. at GVR East 

Center. Register at 520-648-1936 or info@gvcouncil.org. 

Other scams – Because of our demographics, Pima County and Green Valley is a 

hotbed for scams of all types including Government fake communications for jury 

duty, IRS, FBI notices, Social Security or Medicare. Others include Lottery winner, 

Medical devices ready to be shipped, just give a CC number. Grandparent asked for 

help from a supposed grandchild, and even Romance Scams – a long distance on-line 

romance full of promises that quickly turns into money requests.  
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The scam squad says, resist making a decision on the phone, especially if money is 

needed right away and never give account information over the phone. Call the scam 

office at 520-351-6715. 

That’s all for now – see you on the Ridge! 

 

  


